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Death at Lea
and Now

Die Hers
Chicago, III., Jan. 1..Gypsy, the slaughtererof many men, and the most bloodthirstyelephant now in the United States,

is to be put to death in this city by elec-
triclty. Arrangements have now been
made by her owner. Sherman Harris, o

kill her by a method which, it is believed,
will be instantaneous and unfailing.
The death apparatus that will shock the

life out of 12.01)0 pounds of elephant has
beeu constructed from suggestions made
by some of the best electricians in America.
It is tremendously strong and very simple.
Gypsy will be strapped to a heavily constructedplatform with chains drawn so

tightly that not one of her four feet will
have an inch of play. The platform will
consist of three-inch planking, spiked to
half-inch cross sills, and will be fourteen
feet ong by sx feet in width. Chains will
be attached to tile ankles of the elephant,
passed through holes in the corners of the
platform, and anchored by several turns
to the heavy sills underneath.
This will secure the beast perfectly.

Swaying movements' of her body and head
will be the only ones she will be able to
indulge in.
Gypsy, being thus shackled, her execu-

Honor win taue up 111s position immediately
11 front of Iior, n readiness to complete
the deadly circuit, wth a sort of spoon, at
a given signal. This spoon consists of a

long wooden handle, heavly insulated and
headed with a metal piece, somewhat resemblingan arrowhead in shape. From
tills metal piece run two copper wires, followingthe handle for some distance. They
are bound to it by insulating material.
About four feet from the end the wires
leave the handle to connect with the tlynaiiie,obeii \v'iV« e'iia rge I'tfie 'ithfou nvfotrtftwlillke

piece with 1,200 volts of electricity.
Trainers will play with Gypsy untl they

induce her to raise her trunk, thus openngher mouth. Then the executioner will
thrust his big spoon into the creature's
mouth, and instantly the electrified metal
conies in contact with the sensitive membraneswhich line her mouth, she will fall,
It1 Is expected, a lifeless heap.
Then the spectators will see a horrible

sight.one ' '>i"h they will never forget.
and, It is ti oped, will never want to
see again. ^no vast frame will swell so

that for a moment it will seem on the
point of bursting and filling tlie room.

There will be a horrible and overpoweringstench from the burning flesh and a

strange, unearthly shriek, which will come
from the lungs of the dead beast. A man

executed by electricity utters a horrible
gurgle at the final moment, and the' elephant'slast sound will be similar, but
far more powerful. Then the great bulk »

of lifeless flesh will collapse.
Many influential friends have come to the

assistance of Gypsy since she was condemnedto death, early in November, but
their best efforts have been put forth and
they have won her her last reprieve.
The huge creature was to have been killed

by electricity publicly on Thanksgiving
Day, but John G. isliortall, president of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, made up his mind that the exhibitionwould be degrading and interfered.
Chief of Police Badenoeh did not agree or

disagree with Mr.' Sliortall's views, but he
did think there was a possibility that.
Gypsy might break loose from her mooringsbefore dying, and in doing so possiblyput her foot on a spectator or two. so
lie denied the application of the managers
of the unique show for an amusement license.,

Harris was anxious to comnen«nto him.

self for his loss of her by the sale of a few
hundred admissions to the killing, but he
says he is not going to Walt for a license
until Gypsy has eaten her head off again
and then not get the document. The doomed,.
elephant consumes every day three bales
of hay, a couule of bushels of grain and
fifty pounds of bran. Barney Shea and his
sasistant, who care for the ugly beast and
her eight-months-old baby Barney, draw
good pay for training an elephant, who has
already slain and maimed dozens of others.
Altogether it costs fully $100 a week to
board and care for Gypsy.
The showman decided recently that electricityand nothing elseshall be the medium

of death to his elephant. Two years ago
he stood by and witnesesd the shooting of
his rogue elephant Jimmy, at Mariana,
F!a. |The sheriff and marshal of the Florida f<.
town did the shoooting, and, according to ^Harris, they shot into the mammoth crea-
ture's small eyes. When thirty-four long,

-* m--1 » <! ' > « »-- t-
.i.ji allies w rc.iu unu i-uuru'U ms uuuu, UO ^still stood, though livers of blood gushed (ll
out, of the e}e sockets. jj(1The original proposition was to place ttl
Gypsy iii a harness the exposed portions of t-e)which wonlu bear down upon her vital

partsin an elephant corresponding to gj2those parts in man In which the elect roeut- so
Ing apparatus now in use in the New York enpenitentiaries are constructed to roach, vvt
On aeohunt of the thickness of her hide, in;
however, the plan was abandoned as not sir
sure. The first suggestion of the appiica- tin
tloo of electricity to tlie animal's month tei
came from the Chief electrician at Sing shi
Sing Prison, New York, and was quickly cci
; pprovod by City Electrician Barrett, of sin
this city, and other good autUoiiUcs, Thg yu
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Uypsy, iu the opinion of those who "knew Why s

t% was the most malignant nmnderess a mys
at ever lived. In the words of .Vo't'j of she 1
r keepers, Peter Gonklin, she co- lined 0{]..e 0
e cunning of a had woman w .h the (j()tliJt
roeity of a Hindoo thug. more
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Kdt if she saw a fair chance to end
an life she took it, and the coiise- y»\j
s were ?f 110 importance to her. jjV:
he developed this fearful ferbelty is |W|
tilled at least six m?n to the knowl* j Jtt
t her last keepers. * hey do not (
mat SiJtf jiihu<- uwaj rejf// '

She crushed the lives ou1 °f these fju-/
a manner so horrible that /b mem- Bfj /

11 never be forgotten to their dyibg
those who saw it.
of them had stabbed her w'.th

irks and beaten her with red-he*
which she chewed. After all this
nv her take their comrades aijd tear
ieji) asunder, and they knew that f| /MM.j'f'P
ad met a fiend whom it was beyond
vor of man to conquer.

Conklin, an animal keeper and
man, now living at No. 412 Terrell
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street. West Hoboken, knew Gypsy for j
thirty-six years. He told for the Sunday
Journal the sfory of her life from his own
experience and that of his comrades.

'The first time I had to do with Gypsy,"
ne saia. tvas in isou, when l was with
the Howes' European Circus, which owned
her. She was- a had elephant then, but
not as bad as she grew later. Her own

keeper was a man named -Toe Giles. In
those days circuses had to drive their elephantsalong the roads.
"We were in Texas, and Giles was on

horseback driving Gypsy, then known as
Empress, along the road. She was in a

beastly temper, and had her eye on Giles
every other minute. If you had ever seen'
the murderous look of a little eye in a big
elephant's head you would not forget it.
"After nearly twenty miles' ride Giles was

tired, and so was his horse. He turned
around to complain to, a man behind him
about the ugly beast of an elephant. In
less time than you can think she turned
round and pulled Giles off his horse with
her trunk. She knocked the horse down
and killed it in a minute. How soon Giles
died no one knows, but she banged him
ou tbe ground, put her great foot on. his
body and lore his head off.
"My God! I do nor know whether I rememberbetter the cn'es of poor Giles or

' the shrieks of that infuriated beast. They
could have been heard three miles away.
The road was spattered with Giles's blood.
"A few minutes after this bloody act
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lie seemed to be resting. We got up eourgoenough to put Irons on her legs, so
hat she could not move freely. Then we
nodded her on a few miles into camp.
*oor Giles's remnants were gathered toetherand subsequently buried. Big elehantswere very valuable then, and tbere
ras no question of killing one because she
lad killed a man.
"I always got along remarkably well wfth

Sypsy, not that I trusted her, but I could
andle her when others couldn't. 1 knew
be proper Hindoo words to say to an
lepkant, for you must use'these to handle
n Asiatic elephant properly. The prjnipalones are. 'I)et.' meaniug 'halt:' 'shi.'
turn;' 'milup,' 'go ahead.' and 'kush,' 'get
own.' I don't know the proper spelling,
ut that Is how they sound.
"The next keeper who had her was a

tan named Hunsinger, hotter known as

hirly. He was afraid of her and had her
hained to two other elephants. But while
hey were on the road she got at him.
el/.ed liim with her trunk and threw him
ver a stone walk She was so mad that
he didn't have sense enough to kill him
n the road. The stone wall and her being
ied to two other elephants just saved
lis life. '

|
"I was riding a pony, and saw the elehantscoming toward me. "Gypsy had her
ars thrown out wide and that is a sure
ign of anger. She was shrieking with
ago. I called out 'Dete** and to my surrisethey all stopped. Then I said 'shl.*
nd 'milup.' and they turned and went
head. After that I managed to get thenx
aek into town, which was Taris, Tex.
"Curly was brought home by some farmroand wis found * be lotdh* ln<u"'.-.,t

is >fvre ur ffuum .;.«vuaurvjs
and didn't. Tliey ave the job to me. and
I got along witl lier until the celebrate 1
plephant trainer, Stewart Craven, joined
the show. That was in a town called CottonGin. He was the most famous elephant
trainer that ever was and died of consumption,which animal trainers mostly do.
"He started in to master her, and she

took a furious dislike to him, going for
tiim whenever he came near. Craven
worked on her with pitchforks and whip
tor a whole night, but couldn't tame her.
3o he said to me: 'Pete, do you thiuk you
fan unchain her and drive iter? If you
an't, we will have to kill her.' I said:
Yes; I thiuk I can; but you must all go
iway and leave me aloue.'
"Craven said; 'I will mount the fastest

horse we have and go uliead on the road.
I*on drive her, and when she sees ine she
Mill go for me. I will ride into the swamp
tnd she will follow me, and there 7 J»
he able to dodge her and get her tire,
iown. I. will conquer her or kill her.'
"So I went to the beast with some fodh-srand unchained and took her out on the
oad. which she stood very well. But as
joon as she saw Craven she went for him.
He found that she was gaining on him
sooner than he exnected, and that he could
lot reach the swamp. He jumped off his
aorse and dodged among the animals' cages
ivhicli were spread all around. He got behinda cage full of lions just as she was
m him. and she lilt the cage a clip ami
upset It. all the lions yelling like fury,
fortunately, it was too strong to hrenk n 11A
et the beasts out. He kept behind, and
>ver and over she kicked the cage full of
lions.
"Then cages of tigers, hyenas, grizzly

sears and other animals were upset. Some
jf the smaller ones were smashed and tb,e
inlmals got out. A do/.eu monkeys were
jut looking at the scene.
"Craven was in his last corner when ho

jumped out and ran for a tree, which he
managed to climb. Gypsy wa6 after him
Hnd tried to root up the tree, but it wai
too strong. Then she stood there trumpetingfuriously.
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I crawled up behind her, chained her hind P
legs and- fastened the chain to the treeH
Craven came down and atta< ked her with
a pitchfork, but could do nothing alone.
"Then we got together fourteen men and

shot at her and mauled her with the
worst weapons we could get.
"We beat her with redbot Irons, ah

some of these she took in her mouth and
twisted, not caring when the iron seared
her flesh. Finally we got her down and
chained her to the ground.
"Two days later, when we moved her,

she was so weak that she had to walk be*
tween two other elephants, ( raven got
her so that she would wait*, and he could
do juggling tricks on her back, but she was
always waiting to kill him. -''j#
"The next man she killed was Canada

Bill.I don't know his other name who
was her keeper in Korepaugh's circus
They were in Wiuter quarters at Germantown,Pa., and Bill was oiling her skin,
which is a thiug that keepers have to do tt
,.loT,l,onto 1. It- o --

puuuio. it 10 « UTTOl WWIW lit I 11 li

elephant to have a cracked skin than for a
man to have chapped hands.

"Bill was up on a ladder oiling of hei
when she turned and , ung turn to the
ground and tore his head off. tm
"The next man was Harry Cooloy. She

stamped on him in 18711 and smashed him
out so flat you couldn't be certain a n an
had been there. That makes three dead
men I remember, and tfaeiv are several
more, not to speak of the men she maimed
like Curly.


